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ABSTRACT 

                                       

India is a country which provides equal right for men and women. Our constitution is framed in 

such a manner to ensure every citizen irrespective of their caste, religion, raise, sex etc. can live 

in a peaceful manner. But the question that arise now a days while seeing the violence and rape 

attempts against women in news is that, does the aim that our constitutional framers had is 

achieved? The answer is undoubtfully ‘no’. The article just glimpses through the issues that 

women faces in the present India and also briefly explains about the law that exist to prevent 

such things. It also touches the various types of cybercrimes against women. The article is an 

attempt to summarize the crimes against women in India from a legal point of view 
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INTODUCTION 

 Our Indian Constitution provides equal rights for men and women. But the question arise is that 

does India have a situation where women can live peacefully without any fear? In the situation 

were violence against women is increasing day by day the question becomes very much relevant. 

In each day when we go through the newspaper we can find at least one news about violence 

towards women. From that itself it is clear that even though we have laws for ensuring protection 

for women, the crimes against women are increasing day by day without any change. The crime 

against women extends from domestic violence to rape. So, there exists a need to think how we 

can reduce these violence against women and make India a country where women can lead their 

life without any fear of violence. 

 VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

 Even though our Constitution provides equal rights for men and women it is often true that 

women are facing the problem of gender inequality. When we analyze the daily news, we will 

understand the fact that violence against women are increasing in a very huge manner. Kerala is 

a state which have a high literacy rate, although we can see a huge number of cases reporting in 

Kerala itself regarding violence against women. Rape, domestic violence, sexual harassments, 

acid attack, online based violence against women, abuse during child birth etc. are the various 

types of violence that women are facing.  

 There is a need to think about the questions such as; whether women are safe in India? Are laws 

that are prevailing in our society enough for providing protection for women? Can a women walk 

through a public place at night without any fear of abuse? So, even though Indian Constitution 

provides special privileges and protection for women but when it comes into practice there is a 

need to recheck whether women are availing those rights and privileges that they are really bound 

to receive.   

 

 



Volume I Issue III                                                                                            NLR | Nyaayshastra Law Review                     
March 2021                                 w w w .n ya a ysh a s t ra .co m  
                                                                                   nyaayshastra@gmail.com 
 
 

3 | P a g e    

     
 www .ny aa ysh as tra .c om  

 

RAPE CASES IN INDIA 

 Rape cases in India are increasing day by day. As per the ‘National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB)’ about ‘88 rape cases’ are reported in each day in India in 20191. This itself is a clear 

evidence which shows the increase in violence against women in India. We all know about the 

‘Nirbhaya case 2’ in which a girl was brutally gang raped. We also had read about the young 

women who were raped by the politician Kuldeep Singh Sengar. We also knew about the six-

year-old girl who was raped in Madhya Pradesh. We heard the news about the arrest of a man 

who raped a 5-year-old girl at US embassy premises at Delhi. We have also read about the gang 

rape and murder of a vet nary surgeon in Hyderabad. In Jammu and Kashmir an 8-year-old girl 

was raped and murdered by a group of people. We have not recovered from the shock by hearing 

about the ‘Hathras case’, in which a 19-year-old girl was brutally gang raped and murdered and 

even denied the right to decent burial.  

These are only the rape cases which got national attention and lead to national protests for justice. 

But the fact is that when we analyze India as whole the number of rape cases reporting each day 

in several places in India is much beyond our expectation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Rai D, “No Country for Women: India Reported 88 Rape Cases Every Day in 2019” (India Today October 1, 

2020) <https://www.indiatoday.in/diu/story/no-country-for-women-india-reported-88-rape-cases-every-day-in-

2019-1727078-2020-09-30> accessed October 22, 2020  

2 “Mukesh & Anr vs State for Nct Of Delhi & Ors  
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CYBER CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN AND LAWS AGAINST SUCH CRIMES 

 It is a true fact that cybercrimes towards women are increasing. Especially the cybercrimes 

against women have increased in this covid pandemic time. As per the “National Commission 

for Women (NCW) report” it is said that ‘54 cyber crimes’ was reported in April 2020 which 

was the lockdown  

period in India. The data specifies that the cybercrimes reported in ‘April 2020’ is much more 

when compared to ‘March 2020’. In this covid pandemic time when most of us are at home 

especially in the world of internet, the data’s released by ‘NCW’ shows that the cybercrimes have 

also increased. 

 Women are facing ‘harassments through emails’ which may include blackmails, anonymous 

mails from unknown sources, threatening etc. They may also become victims of ‘cyber 

defamation’. ‘Cyber stalking’ is another threat full thing. They may also unknowingly become 

victims of ‘cyber bullying’ and ‘cyber grooming’. ‘Child pornography’ is another severe crime 

that we see in the cyber world. 

 We have laws to prevent such cybercrimes. “Section 67 (B) of IT Act” deals with the punishment 

for child pornography. In which it is stated that “it is punishable for publishing or transmitting of 

material depicting children in sexually explicit act, etc. in electronic form”. “IPC 354A deals 

with punishment for a man who is showing pornography against the will of a women making 

sexually colored remarks etc.”. “IPC Section354C states about ‘Voyeurism’ and its 

punishments”. “Section 66C of the IT Act makes identity theft a punishable offence”. 

“Section66E of the IT Act mentions about the violation of privacy of a person and its 

punishments”. “Section 67and Section 67A of IT Act deals with the punishment for publishing 

offensive comments and transmission of sexually offensive material”. “Section 67 B states about 
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the punishment for publishing or transmitting of sexually explicit contents of children”3. There 

are also other sections in IPC which is dealing with such crimes and punishments. 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS AND OTHER LEGAL PROVISIONS FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF WOMEN 

Women are considered to be the weaker section of the society as is mentioned in our constitution 

accordingly. ‘Article 14 of Indian constitution’ guarantees ‘equality before law and equal 

protection of law for all’. ‘Article 15(1)’, ‘prevent and prohibit discrimination on the basis of 

sex’ and ‘15(3)’ mentions that, ‘the state can make special provisions for the upliftment of women 

and children and no  

one can prevent that on any grounds. ‘Article 39’ states that, ‘men and women have equal rights 

in the adequate means to livelihood’. ‘Article51A’ provides the duty to all citizens that, ‘they 

should not do any kind of practices which will badly affect the dignity of women’4. So, these are 

some of the important constitutional provisions which are there in our Indian constitution for the 

protection of women. 

 There are many other legal provisions enacted for protecting women from atrocities she is facing. 

In the IPC there are certain sections which deal with the crimes and punishments for violence 

against women. “IPC Section376” deals with ‘the rape and its punishments’, “sec. 363 to373” 

mentions about ‘kidnapping and abduction to different purpose’, “sec. 302 and 304-B” states 

about ‘homicide for dowry, dowry related deaths or attempt to dowry deaths etc.’. “Sec. 354” 

talks about ‘molestation’, “sec.509” deals with ‘sexual harassment and its punishments and 

importation of girls up to the age of 21’. 

 

 
3 “Women - Cyber Laws in India - ISEA” <https://www.infosecawareness.in/concept/cyber-laws-in-india/women> 

accessed October 22, 2020  

4 Monga P, “Cruelty against Women & Remedies Available for It” [2015] International Journal of Law 64  
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The crimes against women and punishments are also mentioned under “Special Laws”. Some of 

the acts which have special provision meant for protecting women include; ‘The plantation Labor 

Act, 1951’, ‘The family Court Act, 1954’, ‘The special Marriage Act, 1954’, ‘The Hindu 

Marriage Act 1955’, ‘Immoral traffic (Prevention Act), 1956’, ‘The maternity Benefit Act, 1961’, 

‘The medical termination of pregnancy Act, 1971’, ‘The equal remuneration Act, 1976’, ‘The 

prohibition of child marriage Act, 2006’, ‘The Protection of women from Domestic Violence 

Act, 2005’. ‘The sexual harassment of women at workplace (prevention, prohibition and 

redressal) Act, 2013’, ‘The criminal Amendment Act,2013’ which was reflection from Nirbhaya 

case and ‘Information and Technology Act, 2000’5.  

 

 Some other initiatives taken for safeguarding women include; “The National Commission for 

Women” which was formed in ‘1992’ for studying the matters related to women for safeguarding, 

which is said in the constitution and other legal provisions and to give suggestions for 

amendments if necessary by evaluating the existing legislations. “Reservation for women in 

Local self-government” is another important initiative taken. “The National Plan of Action for 

the girl child” is another initiative taken for ensuring protection, growth and development of girl 

children.  

 

 

 

 

 
5 “Women Rights: 14 Legal Rights Women in India Should Know They Have” (The Statesman July 5, 2018) 

<https://www.thestatesman.com/lifestyle/women-rights-14-legal-rights-women-in-india-should-know-they-have-

1502657586.html> accessed October 22, 2020  
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CONCLUSION 

  It is a true fact that even though there are laws to prevent the crimes against women the number 

of crimes against women is increasing without any decline. So there exists a need to understand 

about the fact that women also have equal right and opportunities like man and their rights and 

opportunities should be protected. There is a need to transform India to a Nation where women 

can enjoy all the rights and privileges without any fear. So, the first step should begin from our 

home. Stopping domestic violence against women is the basic thing that is needed. There is a 

need for respecting the dignity of women. The public should not treat them badly and should 

create an atmosphere where women can live peacefully without any harassment. At least the 

future generation should be aware about the need for safeguarding women and stopping the 

crimes against them by realizing the fact that all citizens are having equal rights as said in our 

Indian Constitution. 

                          

                                                                                                        

                                   

 


