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VIOLATION OF CHILD RIGHTS IN INDIA 

By Anjali kumari, CNLU, Patna 

 

ABSTRACT 

Children will be the custodians of freedom, rule of law, justice, liberty, equality, fraternity, and, 

finally, international peace and stability in the future. They have the power to embody our values, 

dreams, desires, and expectations for the future. They are the future shoulders represented by great 

thinkers, rulers, scientists, leaders, capable lawmakers, managers, teachers, judges, and 

technologists. Children are a valuable human resource, but they are also fragile. Various Indian 

laws focusing on a place where children are viewed as non-entities and where conscious efforts 

are made to not only free them from neglect and violence, but also to allow them to achieve their 

full potential with equal access to food, health, education, and respect. They are becoming the 

subject of Socio-Political and economic exploitation leading to various crimes. Usually those 

exploited child becomes defenseless both physically and mentally. There is no dearth of laws for 

protecting the child’s right. But in spite of presence of various laws, those children are usually 

abused both in their home and outside home. In this way the buds of the flower are obstructed to 

grow even further. Even though children are our country's greatest hope and asset, they are victims 

of numerous human rights violations. Unfortunately, the vulnerability of children has increased in 

recent years. As a result, children are neglected and abused in a variety of ways. Since every human 

being is born with the ability to choose, Having dignity and freedom of their own, those rights 

must be respected to the fullest extent possible.1 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Author, Anjali kumari, LL.M., Criminal Law, Chanakya National Law University Patna 
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Introduction 

Children will be the custodians of freedom, rule of law, justice, liberty, equality, fraternity, and, 

finally, international peace and stability in the future. They have the power to embody our values, 

dreams, desires, and expectations for the future. They are the â€ future shoulders represented by 

great thinkers, rulers, scientists, leaders, capable lawmakers, managers, teachers, judges, and 

technologists. 

Human being, including children, has certain inherent rights granted by nature. These universal 

rights have been bestowed on humans since their birth. Human beings have privileges from the 

time they are a fetus. Since the fetus in the mother's womb, human beings have been granted such 

civil rights. These rights are inherent in each and every one of us. These cannot be granted or 

revoked by the state. 

However, our communities around the world have turned a blind eye to the horrific crime of child 

sexual exploitation in the region, analyzing it from different angles. The aim of these issues is to 

investigate the veracity of the situation of children. Who are the victims, regardless of their 

innocence or frailty, As a result, he loses his voice in society's dogmas. Children's rights are not 

considered to be of utmost importance in a civilized country like India because of certain social 

barriers. The pedophile often threatens a child victim with harm. Complete disclosure As a result, 

the scope of sexual harassment is debilitating rather than benign. Not only on their psychological 

growth, but also on their general well-being a boy like this. In our culture, the situation of the girl 

child, in particular, is beyond description. The birth of a child is celebrated in various Indian 

villages. The birth of a girl child is regarded as a curse. She must continue to work even after she 

has given birth. Are subjected to different forms of torture, intimidation, and violence. According 

to our mythology, Women were seated on Devi's throne in the Vedas and other ancient text .Shakti 

is a Hindu goddess. Current laws also grant them the same legal rights as men. But, in fact, they 

are often victims of various forms of evil from a young age. 
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Background of violation of child rights 

As a result, violations of children's rights occur at every socio economic level, across racial and 

cultural lines, and in all faiths and educational levels. There are various kinds of Violence such as 

social, physical, emotional as well as sexual.  

The issue of child rights violations is still taboo. Children are always unaware that they are being 

manipulated. The following are some examples of criminal backgrounds: 

• The society's ignorance, 

• Children's innocence made them more vulnerable to violence. 

• Villagers who are illiterate are unconcerned about their special rights of their offspring 

• Children belonging from lower social and economic 

• Status are more open to vulnerabilities, 

• Gender discriminatory practices, 

• Lack of parental control and care, 

• Lack of awareness regarding the human rights of 

• Children and the presence of various children welfare  

Indian constitution and children rights 

Indian Constitution is the country's constitutional law, outlining the country's fundamental rights 

and values for all citizens. The Indian Constitution's fundamental rights place a primary obligation 

on the state to ensure that all of a child's needs are met and that their basic human rights are 

completely secured. 

A. The Fundamental Rights in the Constitution that directly relate to children are- 

• Article 15(3) requires the state to make special provisions for children. 

• Article 21-A mandates that all children aged 6 to 14 receive a free and compulsory 

education. In the manner that the state can decide by law. Article 21A of the Indian 

Constitution stipulates that children aged 6 to 14 have a basic right to education. 

• Article 23 human trafficking, including child trafficking, is prohibited. 
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• Article 24 No child under the age of 14 is allowed to work in any dangerous 

occupation or industry. 

 

B. The Directive Principles of State Policy that directly relate to children are- 

• Articles 39(a) and (f) direct that state policies be aimed at protecting children's tender 

ages.2 

• According to Article 45, the state must make every effort to provide early childhood 

care and education to all children before they reach the age of six. 

•  Article 51-A states that it is the parents and guardians primary responsibility to provide 

educational opportunities for their children.  

The 86th Amendment to the Constitution, the Right to Education, is a human right. 

After a long battle, the 86th constitutional amendment was passed in 2001, making the 

right to education a human right. The state legislation has yet to be published. The 

Indian government has prepared a draught bill called the Right to Education Bill, 2005, 

which aims to put the 86th constitutional amendment into effect. 

• The proposed bill's preamble notes that the Right to Free and Compulsory Education 

will be implemented for all children aged 6 to 14 years. 

 

C. The Factories Act of 1948- makes it illegal to hire children under the age of 14 in any 

factory. The law also stipulated who should do what, where, and how. How long pre-adults 

will aged 15–18 years’ work in any job? 

 

D. The Mines Act of 1952- Children under the age of 18 are not permitted to work in mines 

under the Act. 

 

E. The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (ITPA) - was amended by the Indian 

government in1986, replacing the previous Suppression of Immoral Traffic of Women and 

Girls Act 1956. (SITA) and renamed it the Immoral Traffic Authority (ITA) 

 
2  Franklin, B. (2001) The new handbook of Children Rights: Comparative policy and practice Routledge 
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(Prevention).Act (ITPA) to broaden the reach of the legislation to include both the federal 

and state governments. Sexually abused sexes for commercial gain and to impose harsher 

sentences for crimes involving children. Under the ITPA, a "child" is described as a person 

who has not reached the age of sixteen, and the Act also specifies that a child or minor 

found in a brothel, on medical grounds, is a "minor. It will be examined if it is found to 

have been sexually exploited. 

 

F. Child labour is the practise of engaging children in economic activity, either part-

time or full-time. Children are robbed of their childhood and their physical and mental 

growth is harmed as a result of this activity. Poverty, a shortage of good colleges, and the 

rise of the informal economy are all thought to be major contributors. In India, children are 

forced to work. The act makes it illegal to hire a person who has been convicted of a felony. 

 

G. The juvenile justice act 2000- There are many statutes dealing with the issue of child rights 

violations, one of which is the Juvenile Justice Act of 1986. It was implemented to provide 

assistance, medication, and defense to those who needed it. Children who have been abused 

or who have been delinquent are rehabilitated. In the year 2000, the Act was expanded to 

include a number of new provisions children who are particularly vulnerable. 

  

H. The child rights act- The National Commission for the Protection of Children's Rights, as 

well as the State Commissions for the Protection of Children's Rights, have been created. 

In a very fruitful way, I'm contributing to the safety of children. They do so in their own 

unique way, enacting different policies. 

 

I. The right to education act- The Right to Education is an Act of the Indian Parliament 

enacted on August 4, 2009, that describes the modalities of the importance of free and 

compulsory education. In India, children aged 6 to 14 are required to attend school. India 

became one under Article 21A of the Indian Constitution. 135 countries have pledged to 

make education a basic human right. When the act went into effect on April 1, 2010, it 

covered every child. 
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J. Protection of children from sexual offences act 2012-The Lok Sabha passed the Protection 

of Children from Sexual Offenses Act, 2012, in May of 2012. For the first time, a special 

provision has been enacted to remedy the problem of sexual harassment in the workplace. 

Violations of the law involving children's sexuality. Every aspect of the Act is taken into 

account. As a boy, someone under the age of 18 years. This view is victim-centered, and it 

goes a long way toward resolving the controversy about the child's age of consent in 

different situations. Acts of Congress Furthermore, an offence is regarded as a 

misdemeanor under this Act. When an individual in a place of confidence commits a crime, 

it is made worse. Or a child's authority The Act deals with heinous sexual harassment. 

Penetrative sexual assault on a child or gang penetrative sexual assault on a child.  

 

Some other National legislation for protection of child rights violation in the country is:  

• Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act, 1956  

• Probation of Offenders Act, 1958  

• Bombay Prevention of Begging Act, 1959 

 • Orphanages and Other Charitable Homes (Supervision and Control) Act, 1960  

• Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976  

• Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act1986  

• Prevention of Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1987  

• Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994  

• Persons with Disabilities act 2000. 

 

Importance of human rights education to child 

 

1. Human rights principles are widely accepted, adults working with children are 

continually faced with determining which behaviors are appropriate and which are not. 

Making such decisions always necessitates depending on personal experiences or 

beliefs. By referring to the internationally accepted principles that derive directly from 
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the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, human rights education offers a consistent 

basis for deciding when and how to intervene. 

 

2. To promote the growth of self-esteem and active participation: As children become 

more conscious of their rights, they begin to understand their own value as human 

beings. They also begin to recognize that what they live, think, and feel has meaning, 

and that they can contribute positively to the group's, families, schools, and 

community's lives. 

 

3. To reinforce healthy behaviors: Human rights education is one of the most successful 

ways to encourage positive behavior because it combines objective thinking with the 

development of a child's sense of responsibility. Children are encouraged to focus on 

how they communicate with others and how they can adjust their behavior to better 

reflect human rights values through human rights education. 

 

Status of Crimes against Children in the Country-  

Despite the fact that India has a plethora of laws protecting children's rights and promoting their 

welfare, it is widely acknowledged that children have suffered the most. Victims of the current 

socio-legal culture the torments of in all nations, the children were essentially the same. Also after 

the existence of certain child protection laws, children of all categories, whether from a well-off 

family or from a low-income family, continue to face discrimination. Mouth, are exposed to a 

variety of stimuli, either actively or passively exploitations and a slew of atrocities. Thus the 

violation of child rights in India has been the gradual metamorphosis of various sleights being 

practiced since the so called civilized Society came into being. Various government and non-

government organizations conducted surveys on their current state of affairs on a regular basis. 

1. A research report on child violence was published by the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development in 2007.The study addresses the prevalence of child maltreatment. Across 

the country it is estimated that there are 150 million girls and 73 million boys in the world. 
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Thousands of boys under the age of 18 have been killed. Forced sexual activity or other 

types of abuse a form of sexual assault.3 

 

2. Our greatest hope and asset are our children. There are over 400 million children in India. 

They account for 35% of the total population, which is extremely humiliating. In India, 

53% of children have been exploited in some way. 

 

3. It is troubling that in 2011, there were 33,098 cases of crimes against children, a 24 percent 

rise from the previous year.in the nation in 2011 as opposed to the previous year. In 2010, 

there were 26,694 incidents. Uttar Pradesh is a state in India. At the time, 16.6% of all 

crimes against children were committed. Madhya Pradesh came in second at the national 

level in 2011.Delhi has a 13.2% share of the market (12.8 percent), Maharashtra (10.2%), 

Bihar (6.7%) and Andhra Pradesh (6.7%). 4 

 

4. The findings of the Annual Health Survey (AHS) 2010-11 are presented for children 

currently attending school (ages 6-17 years) and children who previously attended school. 

The proportion of Children aged 6 to 17 are currently enrolled in a variety of schools. 

Odisha had 83.1 percent, while Uttrakhand had 92.6 percent. Odisha has the highest 

number of dropout children (ages 6 to 17). (14.1 percent). The brings light into the room.5 

Present rural-urban and male-female disparities in education. Attendance and dropouts are 

also factors to consider. 

 

According to India's 2011 National Census, there are 4.35 million children aged 5 to 14 working 

in the country, with a total child population of 259.64 million. There are a million Crime in India 

2011, National Crime Records Bureau. 

 

 
32007 survey by the Ministry of Women and Child Development ,Govt. of India 
4 Crime in India 2011, National Crime Records Bureau 
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• People in that age group. 

• According to UNICEF, India has the largest number of workers under the age of 14 in the 

world, owing to its larger population. 

• According to a Bangladesh-based non-governmental organization (NGO) named. There 

were 801 people killed in Odhikar between July 2011 and July 2012.There were 511 rape 

reports, with the victims in of them are female girls under the age of eighteen. 

• Girls in Kenya are also subjected to forced genital mutilation in their early adolescent years, 

after which they are considered mature and are easily removed.6 

 

Challenges ahead 

1. Infant mortality, child marriage, maternal mortality, and the phenomena of child widows, 

sex tourism, and child trafficking even across national borders for prostitution, child abuse, 

and child labour plague India, as they do many developing countries. There are a number 

of obstacles to overcome. The girl child is potentially the most economically vulnerable of 

all demographic groups. She is particularly vulnerable to human rights violations at every 

point of her life, from conception to adulthood. Recent incidents of gang rape in Delhi and 

acid attacks in Pondicherry can be seen as examples of girl child human rights violence. 

 

2. As a result, a child-centered culture must be created. The legal system should view 

legislation in light of the CRC's rights and standards. The child would be able to seek justice 

in the judicial system as a result of this. Both children's laws must be checked in light of 

the CRC and its principles, and there must be connections between them. The Indian legal 

system has a long way to go in terms of protecting children's rights and delivering justice 

to them. 

 

3. Justice for children cannot be achieved solely by legal change. Among the numerous 

service providers as physicians, teachers, attorneys, judges, police, volunteers, parents, 

labour unions, and social workers as the most successful prevention measure is raising 

 
4 Article: Protecting the Girl Child by an International Human Rights Organization, named as ‘Equality now’, 2014 
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awareness of such potential violence and how to cope with it, so that they can dramatically 

reduce the likelihood of abuse, if it does occur, by responding appropriately. As a result, 

these issues must be resolved as soon as possible. Above all, the fundamental legal concept 

of making laws, establishing systems and procedures, and taking acts that are always and 

always in the best interests of the child must be followed. Let the child blossom as a flower 

with the nourishment of rights, the fruits of liberty, and the protection and attention of both 

parents and the state under the auspices of society. The fight for the realization of children's 

rights will be long and winding. 

 

Conclusion 

Children are prized possessions. They must be secured and nurtured, as well as kept away from 

deviant conduct. This necessitates the participation of the entire community and village in the 

child-rearing process. Each child in conflict with the law has unique needs, necessitating 

individualized intervention and service packages. International and national declarations have 

often stated their contribution to reducing the burden of childhood diseases. Despite this, high rates 

of infant death, morbidity, and disability continue. One of the reasons for this is the effects of 

childhood injuries, which affect children of all ages in many countries. The global community has 

the awareness, intervention arsenal, and tools to avoid this loss of healthy life in our community's 

youngest members. This study is a call for evidence-based approaches and long-term investments 

in injury prevention and management for children from all sectors – public, private, and civil. This 

necessitates that juvenile justice practitioners conduct adequate risk and need evaluations in order 

to create the best possible balance of services and treatment options. Furthermore, the inclusive, 

vital, and nurturing atmosphere generated in families, schools, and communities can both 

discourage children from engaging in inappropriate behavior and help them reach their full 

potential. . It is past time for governments to fulfil their promises and build a world where children 

can read, play, grow up, and live without fear of being killed or injured. 

 

  


